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Guild Take Off – CALL FOR PROJECTS

Information for Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations in Preston

Preston City Council has ring-fenced a budget from The Guild Fund to commission projects under the banner of Guild Take Off to:

· Premiere and take place in Preston, with a major element taking place in 2012;

· Build on local strengths through partnerships with identified Preston based artists and / or communities;

· Reflect the diversity of Preston’s population;

· Attract new and diverse audiences from Preston and the region;

· Attract visitors from outside the region;

· Support the development of new national and international relationships;
· Demonstrate a development of the artist’s / organisation’s work through new contexts, collaborations etc;

· Attract national and international media attention;

· Provide leverage through other income, e.g. other public or private sector support, box office etc (we don’t expect to fully fund projects)

And if possible:

· Increase participation and potentially employment

· Increase skills and capacity

· Provide opportunities for volunteering.

A call for projects will be circulated at the end of February and we are seeking proposals from:

· Local, regional and national cultural agencies;

· Venues and organisations based in the North West;

· Individual artists (ideally we would expect you to have a working relationship with a producer to realise the project).

Community Involvement

All creative projects delivered as part of Guild Take Off Programme will need to have some positive impact on the people and communities of the city.  Organisations and artists answering the ‘call for projects’ will have to provide evidence and examples of how the communities and people of Preston will be involved in partnering their proposal.
In parallel with the call-out process, we would like voluntary and community sector organisations to signify their enthusiasm for inclusion with specific projects by completing and returning the attached form as soon as possible, but no later than Wednesday, 31 March 2010.  An early response may assist in connecting with ideas as they are being developed – however, there is no guarantee that your organisation will be involved at this stage.

What we will do next

A Steering Group from cultural and other organisations based in Preston have been identified to oversee the Guild Take Off programme.  Together we will undertake the shortlisting and final selection of the context of this strand of the Preston Guild programme of events.  The group will meet at the beginning of April to consider the ideas that have been submitted and agree the provisional programme.

At this stage, similar projects may be grouped together or, if a number of smaller proposals are received, they may be clustered to form a larger event or festival.  Partnerships may be proposed at this stage too.  This will of course only be done in consultation with all the people and organisations that have submitted project ideas and with voluntary and community sector groups that have registered an interest in being involved.
The Guild Take Off Advisory Group is:

Chair


-
Stella Hall – Festival Director, Preston Guild 2012

Vice Chair

-
Graham Easterlow, Bluestreak Arts

Phil Walsh

-
Head of Guild Community Programme, Preston Guild 2012

Samantha Blackburn-
Cultural Development Manager, Preston Guild 2012

Tim Joel

-
Festival and Events Officer, Preston Guild 2012

Jon Joughin

-
UCLan

Chris Davis

-
Alison

Ben Hunt

-
Prescap

Charles Quick
-
In Certain Places

Neil Harris

-
Lancashire County Council

Ruth Heritage
-
They Eat Culture

Mike Cracknell
-
Preston Arts Association

The programme is funded by:  Preston City Council

Registration of Interest forms should be returned to:

Tim Joel

Guild Take Off Co-ordinator

The Guild Hall

Lancaster Road

Preston

PR1 1HT

Email:  t.joel@preston.gov.uk
Tel: 01772 903660

Register of Interest – Voluntary and Community Sector Organisation / Group

	Section 1:

	Main Contact Name:

	

	Organisation Name:      (if appropriate)
	

	Address


	

	Contact Telephone Numbers


	


	Website address
	

	Contact Email Address


	


	Section 2:

	Please indicate your organisation’s activities specifically around arts and culture, e.g. music, dance, theatre, art, photography or popular culture such as graffiti, skateboard, BMX, craft, embroidery etc, or ideas of how your group would like to be involved in the Guild Take Off Programme.

	


	Section 3:

	Please list any professional artists or arts organisations you have previously worked with

	


	Section 4:

	Please outline any projects or ideas you have, or are working on for Preston Guild 2012
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